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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

October 28, 2016 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission Room 

Salem, Oregon  
 

Attending: 
The following attended all, or part of, the meeting: 
  
FPTF Representing 
Ken Bierly  Public-at-Large 
Bill Cunningham  Public-at-Large 
Doug DeHart  Fishing and Conservation 
Kim Kambak  Water Users  
Stuart Myers  Fishing and Conservation 
Richard Burke O’Brien  Water Users 
Harry Rectenwald Fishing and Conservation  
 
ODFW Title 
Greg Apke  Statewide Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
Danette Faucera  Water Policy Coordinator, Salem 
Lisa Kingsley  Fish Screening and Passage Program Assistant, Salem 
Ken Loffink  Acting Fish Screening Coordinator, Salem 
Art Martin  ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Liaison, Salem 
Anna Pakenham Stevenson Water Program Manager, Salem 
Brent Smith  Acting Fish Passage Assistant Coordinator, Salem 
Joel Watts  Fish Screening and Passage Engineer, Salem 
Tom Stahl Conservation and Recovery Program Manager, Salem 
 
ODOT Title 
William Warncke Aquatic Biology and Fish Passage Program Coordinator 
 
Public Representing 
John Johnson 
Harry Reed 
 
Not Attending  Representing 
David Heller Public-at-Large 
Willie Tiffany Water Users 
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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
MEETING AGENDA 

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife  
Commission Room 

Salem, Oregon 
 

Friday – October 28, 2016 
 
  
 ~9:00am  ------ Call to Order & Welcome and Introductions -----  
~9:05   a Review & Approve Agenda and June 24-25 2016 Meeting Minutes  
~9:10   a Review Action Items  
~9:15   b Task Force Member Round-table Discussions  
~10:00   a 2017 Task Force Vacancies & Recruitments  
~10:05   a 2017 Meeting Dates and Locations  
~10:15   b Klamath River Dams – Update  
~10:30   b Division 33-Water Right Review  
~11:30   bTide Gates – Oregon & NOAA Grant Proposal  
~12:00pm  d Working Lunch Session: Trask River Dam Removal  
~1:00   a Public Comment Period  
~1:30   b Conservation Planning: A Look Behind the Curtain  
~2:15   b ODFW Program Updates  

• ODFW Passage Program Updates Staffing Changes  
• Fish Passage Waivers and Exemptions  
• Passage Prioritization Approaches & Policy Questions  

~2:30   b Canyon Meadows Dam Removal  
~3:15   b ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Liaison Program Updates  

• Ladd Creek Culvert 2017 Retrofit  
• Culvert Repair Program Update  
• Mitigation Banking Program Update  
• ODOT’s Future Plans  
• Transportation Bill – 2017 Session  

~4:15   b State of Washington Culvert Case – Update  
~4:30   b Recognition of Fish Passage Partners  
~4:50   a Meeting Recap and Actions Items  
~5:00   **** Meeting Adjourn **** 
 
Agenda Item Types: a – Business 
   b – Information 
   c – Recommendation 
   d – Work Session 
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1.  Call to Order & Welcome and Introductions 
Doug DeHart, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m., and introductions were made. 
 
2.  Review and Approve Agenda; March 11, 2016 Meeting Minutes  
Handout: 
Draft Fish Passage Task Force June 24, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 
The Task Force reviewed the minutes from the June 24, 2016 meeting.   
 
Motion:  
Myers moved to approve the minutes for the June 24, 2016 Fish Passage Task Force meeting as 
written.  Burke O’Brien seconded the motion, and the Task Force approved 7-0.   
 
3.  Review Action Items  
The following action items remain ongoing.  All other action items were completed. 

 Bill Cunningham continues research on the history of defining artificial obstruction in 
Oregon and potential implications for inclusion of additional characteristics of fish passage 
blockage.  

 Stuart Myers will assist with potential options for redefining passage barriers.   
 Willie Tiffany will provide assistant with questions regarding program development. 

 

 Greg Apke will distribute a document on the history of the Fish Passage Program as 
prepared by Steve Sanders. 
 

 Ken Bierly will provide a copy of the OWEB staff report on fish passage at tide gates when 
it becomes available. 
 

 Staff will coordinate with US Fish and Wildlife Service to identify migratory corridors for 
areas with resident only fish. 
 

 Dave Heller and Ken Bierly will assist with recommending monitoring needs for the Culvert 
Repair Pilot Project.  
 

 The Task Force members will review the draft nomination criteria and finalize the 
application and criteria for recognition of fish passage partners. 
 

4.  Task Force Member Round-table Discussions 
Harry Rectenwald 
Rectenwald recently attended the Future of Our Salmon conference, which focused on the 
importance of floodplain restoration and habitat. 
 
Bill Cunningham 
City of Bend Whitewater Park 
Cunningham noted the City of Bend’s Whitewater Park is back fully operational after some channel 
redesign and operational adjustments.  Fish passage has been documented through the site.   
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Mirror Pond 
Pacific Power owns and operates Mirror Pond in Bend.  In recent years, Pacific Power had 
indicated it would be interested in selling the dam.  There was interest by the City of Bend in 
purchasing the dam and dredging the pool.  The sediment behind the dam may contain chemicals 
from historic mill operations.  Pacific Power recently confirmed they will not be selling the dam 
and will continuing operations without dredging the pool. 
 
North Unit Dam 
Construction of a fish passage structure for North Unit Dam, located just downstream of Mirror 
Pond, is expected to be completed in the spring next year. 
 
Deschutes River Fish Salvage 
At the end of the irrigation season, flows from Wickiup dam have been discontinued quickly 
resulting in very low flows in some side channels.  Because flows drop quickly, fish become 
trapped in pools.  Fish salvage efforts have occurred each fall for the past several years to relocate 
trapped fish back into the river. 
 
Doug DeHart 
Blue Heron Site  
DeHart noted the former Blue Heron Paper Mill site at Willamette Falls is being redeveloped into a 
multi-use site.  Plans include a park, development of businesses, residential areas, and public access 
path.  Concepts for the mill building site are still under development.  A whitewater park had been 
considered for the site, but it has been eliminated at this point. 
 
Abernathy Creek Culvert 
DeHart discussed a culvert on Abernathy Creek that flows under Interstate 205 and Highway 99E.  
At a site visit a couple of years ago, DeHart noted the rock originally placed during construction has 
washed out of the culvert.  Discussion centered on the potential to retrofit the culvert to roughen the 
invert of the channel to improve fish passage. 
 
Ken Bierly 
Bierly discussed the Salmon SuperHwy project.  A fundraiser for Salmon Superhighway was held 
at Pelican Brewery on October 27, 2016.  Some components of the project were recommended for 
funding by Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB).  Federal Congressional delegates 
recently toured the area viewing both projects that have already been completed and those that are 
to be completed.   
 
Kim Kambak 
Kambak explained that water was available for irrigation the latest it has ever been.  Reservoirs 
water elevations in Central Oregon are high for this time of year.   
 
Kambak spent much of the summer in Alaska as she is recovering from a bicycle accident that 
occurred in July.   
 
Stuart Myers 
Myers discussed a project he worked on over the summer that exemplified the need to provide fish 
passage at artificial obstructions upstream of other barriers. The project was installed to fish 
passage criteria in a relatively degraded, urban stream upstream of other impassible barriers. Myers 
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had to explain why passage was required and important at this site by considering passage for 
resident migratory fish and the potential future removal of downstream barriers to project 
stakeholders. During fish salvage for the project, Myers recovered a large number of lamprey 
ammocoetes (juvenile life history) as well as an adult pacific lamprey from the construction site 
demonstrating that native migratory fish were accessing the site and would benefit from the new 
fish passable culvert. This experience shed light on the importance of providing fish passage 
upstream of barriers that prohibit passage for some species such as salmon when some migratory 
species such as lamprey can pass the downstream barriers and benefit from barrier removal 
upstream. 
The Highway 20 Pioneer Mountain to Eddyville Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
mitigation design is going well, and the mitigation is expected to be constructed this summer 
(2018).  The new section of highway is now open to the traveling public. 
 
Burke O’Brien 
O’Brien noted there was water available through the irrigation season in eastern Oregon.  Phillips 
Reservoir is at the lowest pool elevation it has been in ~13 years and noted the change in flows with 
a trickle of flow out of the reservoir at this time of year to allow the reservoir to fill while there was 
significant enough flow throughout the summer to provide for irrigation.  
 
O’Brien explained that several restoration projects are being completed in the Middle Fork of the 
John Day River including a lot of work being completed by the tribes.   
 
Last summer the areas above Canyon City burned in a severe wildfire.  There was a lot of concern 
that spring warming could cause normal snowpack melt to cause catastrophic flooding.  Weather 
conditions were such that the flooding did not occur, but there is still a strong desire to move 
Canyon Creek around Canyon City and armor the banks to reduce the risk of future flooding.   
 
Greg Apke 
Mirror Pond 
Apke, ODFW Fish Passage Program Coordinator, explained Mirror Pond Dam started to leak on 
October 27, 2016 and has a long history of maintenance issues.  Pacific Power is evaluating the 
issue and working to fix the leak. 
 
North Unit Dam 
The new vertical slot fish ladder to provide passage at North Unit Dam is currently being fabricated 
and will be installed within the next few months.  Completion is anticipated during the spring of 
2017.   
 
Action:   
Greg Apke will arrange for a presentation of the North Unit Fish Ladder construction project at a 
future meeting. 
 
International Fish Passage Conference 
The International Fish Passage Conference will be held at Oregon State University on June 19-21, 
2017.   
 
Action:  
Greg Apke will send a link to the website for the International Fish Passage Conference. 
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Fish Passage at Stream Crossings Webinar 
Handout: 
2016 Webinar Series Information 
 
A webinar on contemporary design approaches to address fish passage at stream crossings will be 
presented on November 11, 2016.  The webinar is presented by Michael Love, who was a lead 
developer for the US Forest Service and has co-authored numerous publications on fish passage at 
road crossings. 
 
American Fisheries Society 
The 2017 Oregon American Fisheries Society meeting will be Feb 28-Mar 3, 2017 in Bend. 
 
5.  Task Force Vacancies & Recruitments 
Handout: 
Fish Passage Task Force Member Terms 
 
Apke reviewed the terms for each member. 

 
O’Brien’s first term expires in January 2017, and O’Brien expressed interest in reappointment. 

 
Heller’s second term expires in February 2017, and Kambak and Rectenwald’s second terms expire 
in April 2017.  The three positions will be advertised and completed as one recruitment.   
 
Action: 
Greg Apke will distribute the recruitment announcement to the Task Force.   

 
6.  2017 Meeting Dates and Locations 
Handout: 
Fish Passage Task Force Meeting History 
 
The Task Force selected the following dates and locations for meetings in 2017: 
 March 10, 2017  Salem 
 June 23-24, 2017  Coos Bay 
 October 20, 2017 Salem 

 
7. Division 33 – Water Right Review 
Anna Pakenham-Stevenson, ODFW Water Program Manager, presented information on the Water 
Program.  Danette Faucera, ODFW Water Policy Coordinator, was available to answer questions.   
 
The ODFW Water Program’s goals are to protect water for fish, prevent water from being taken 
that would harm fish, and to restore water through a long term planning process.  Protection is 
through administration of instream water rights.  Prevention is through adding appropriate 
protections during the application process for new water rights or adjustments to existing rights.  
Restoration includes working with local communities to determine where efficiencies may be 
available and conversion of the available water to instream rights, identifying current and future 
instream demands, and prioritizing where to seek instream water rights. 
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Cunningham asked who ensures instream water rights are being upheld.  Pakenham-Stevenson 
responded that Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) Water Masters, ODFW District 
Staff, and other partners help evaluate if an injury occurs.  Unfortunately, lack of information 
makes it hard to administer the instream water rights and ensure they are not being injured. 
 
DeHart asked whether federal designations of essential habitat are taken into consideration when 
evaluating water rights and instream needs.  Pakenham-Stevenson responded that evaluating the site 
based on species needs is important including looking at the fish species complete life history 
needs.   
 
The Task Force discussed changes that occur to a stream over time including stream morphology, 
climate change, and water usage changes.   
 
The application for new water rights will be changing to better align with legal requirements of rule 
and OWRD policies.  The new form will consistently use data in making decisions, apply 
mitigation policy more systematically, include low flow passage triggers for artificial obstructions, 
and require flow studies with there isn’t data or mitigation available.   
 
The Task Force highlighted the importance the water right application change noting changes in 
flows and temperatures can cause significant issues for fish passage.  Fish passage improvements 
could become stranded investments if water rights up or downstream are given that impact the 
operation of the fish passage structure.  Water right decisions can have decadal impacts. 
 
The Task Force discussed developing a subcommittee to assist with water right application changes 
to ensure fish passage needs are met.  
 
8. Trask River Dam Removal 
Joel Watts, Fish Screening and Passage Engineer, presented the recently completed East Fork of the 
South Fork Trask River Dam Removal Project, which was completed during the summer of 2016.  
This fish passage restoration project was funded using funds associated with the ODOT-ODFW 
Fish Passage Mitigation Banking Pilot Project.   
 
The dam was constructed to divert water for fish production at the ODFW Trask River Rearing 
Pond facility.  When originally constructed, the dam included a ladder to provide fish passage 
around the dam and a fish screen to keep fish from entrainment at the water diversion.  The ladder 
did not provide adequate fish passage, and the dam was leaking.  ODFW adjusted hatchery 
operations at nearby Cedar Creek Hatchery and decided to remove the dam, which restored fish 
passage. 
 
The Dam removal was completed in two phases.  Phase one included isolation of one portion of the 
dam with all remaining stream flows going through the other section of the dam and down the fish 
ladder.  After the first portion of the dam had been removed, phase two isolated the other portion of 
the dam and water flowed through the newly opened channel while the remainder of the dam 
structure, fish ladder, and screen were removed.  This project restored habitat and aquatic organism 
connectivity in excess of 20 miles and to a variety of native migratory fish species. 
 



8 
 

9.  Public Comment Period 
Harry Reed of Tigard is interested in dam removals in Oregon to help improve salmon survival.  
Reed recently retired and while whale watching in Canada learned about the recent increase in 
whale ranges because of reductions in salmon for food.   
 
10.  Conservation Planning: A Look Behind the Curtain 
Tom Stahl, ODFW Fish Division Conservation Program Manager, presented information on 
planning and prioritization for conservation and recovery work.  Several conservation plans have 
been developed covering much of Oregon.  Conservation plans include priority locations and 
projects to be completed.  Work is needed in a variety of areas to achieve recovery including:  

 interactions of/with native and hatchery fish  
 fishing/harvest  
 interactions of/with other species  
 water quantity  
 water quality  
 access to habitat 
 habitat available   

 
The Task Force discussed the amount of information available and how that information is made 
available to the public.  Kambak highlighted the need to present information in a variety of ways 
noting landowners may not look for the information online. 
 
Bierly noted that despite the lack of current fish passage and uncertainty about the mainstem 
Klamath River dam removals, plans to reintroduce anadromous fish to the Klamath Basin are being 
developed.  Bierly asked how the reintroduction plans relate to the conservation and recovery plans.  
Stahl clarified that reintroduction plans are different than conservation and recovery plans with 
different goals and focuses. 
 
Stahl explained that there is a lot of historic and current information available, but it is housed 
within different programs.  Information coordination and date exchange and management is a 
significant need to help with future conservation and recovery planning efforts.  
 
Myers asked how ODFW coordinates with federal agencies that have their own plans.  Stahl 
responded that ODFW district staff review the federal plans and federal representatives are 
stakeholders on ODFW conservation planning teams. 
 
Discussion focused on the identification of work completed, monitoring showing effectiveness, and 
advertisement of restoration efforts. 
 
11.  Klamath River Dams Update 
Handout: 
NOAA Letter to FERC on Klamath River Dams 
Secretary of the Interior Letter to FERC on Klamath River Dams 
 
There are currently four large mainstem dams in the Klamath River preventing fish passage.  Plans 
to remove the dams have been under consideration for several years, but funding is not available at 
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this time for the removals.  Recently, some progress has been made at the federal level to encourage 
removal of the dams.   
 
Action: 
Greg Apke will electronically send the federal letters of support for removing the Klamath dams 
beginning in 2020.   
 
The Task Force discussed the importance of monitoring after dam removals to quantify the results 
of the investment.  The Task Force requested monitoring information on two recently completed 
dam removal projects. 
 
Action: 
Greg Apke will request monitoring information regarding the status of fish at the Wimer & Fielder 
Dam removal sites. 
 
12. Tide Gates – Oregon & NOAA Grant Proposal 
Apke described some of the challenges associated with tide gate projects (stakeholder conflicts, 
funding constraints, permitting, lack of inventory and prioritization).   
 
ODFW and Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) are planning to apply for a National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Coastal Resiliency Program grant.  The grant, if 
successfully secured, would provide funds to combine information from a variety of different 
sources into a comprehensive inventory of known tide gates, prioritize the inventory, and 
implement some of the high priority tide gate projects.   
 
Bierly noted the NOAA Coastal Resiliency Program is a national grant process and is very 
competitive. 
 
Kambak commented that tide gates are used regularly in Europe.  Kambak recommended staff 
review how tide gates are utilized globally.   
 
Bierly noted many of the existing tide gates and dikes were originally installed with federal 
funding.  Bierly expressed concern that the federal investment in infrastructure has not been part of 
the current discussions. 
 
Action: 
Greg Apke will distribute the NOAA Coastal Resiliency Program grant application. 
 
13.  ODFW Program Updates 
Fish Passage Waivers and Exemptions 
Handout: 
ODFW Fish Passage Program Approvals, Waivers & Exemptions Updates (6/24/16-10/27/16) 
 
Apke provided the Task Force a list of fish passage approval, waivers and exemptions completed 
from June 24, 2016 through October 27, 2016.   
 
ODFW Passage Program Staffing Changes 
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Ken Loffink was serving as the Acting Fish Screening Coordinator through October 31st, 2016.  
Loffink recently accepted the position permanently. 
 
Brent Smith is serving as the Acting Assistant Fish Passage Coordinator through October 31st, 
2016.  Since Loffink will not be returning to the Assistant Fish Passage Coordinator position, the 
permanent position will be advertised in the near future. 
 
Art Martin’s ODOT-ODFW Fish Passage Liaison position is now permanent. 
 
Jean Castillo, Fish Passage Engineer, resigned her position with ODFW to accept a position with 
the National Marine Fisheries Service in Sacramento.  A first recruitment was not successful.  A 
second recruitment was posted for the position, and interviews will be held in early November. 
 
14. Canyon Meadows Dam 
Smith, Acting Assistant Fish Passage Coordinator, presented the Canyon Meadows Dam Removal 
Project.  
 
Canyon Meadows Dam was constructed by ODFW in 1962-64 to provide recreational opportunities 
on Canyon Creek in the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness.  The dam was 55 feet high, 200 feet 
wide and 210 feet long.  The dam was owned by ODFW, but it was located on the Malheur 
National Forest.  The Forest Service constructed a campground adjacent to the reservoir. 
 
Steelhead are known to occupy habitat below the dam, but were not able to pass above it.  Upstream 
of the dam, resident rainbow, westslope cutthroat, and brook trout utilized approximately 4.5 miles 
of habitat. 
 
The reservoir was filled in the spring of 1964 and immediately leaked.  To reduce water loss, the 
dam was grouted, but the repair was not successful.  In 1966, the spillway was lined with an 
impervious bentonite clay blanket upstream of the dam, but the repair did not stop the water 
leakage.  In 1968, an engineering geologist from the Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
concluded that the left abutment of the dam was part of a historic landslide that extended upstream 
300 feet and was ~700 feet high.  Scuba divers found numerous leaks at the toe and sides of the 
dam and in the reservoir up to 700 feet from the dam.  In 1970, ODFW and the Forest Service 
agreed to no additional investment in reconstructing the existing dam or constructing a new dam at 
the site. 
 
In 1996, the dam was inspected by an Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) dam safety 
engineer.  The inspection revealed a significant water leak from the dam.  In 1997, OWRD dam 
safety engineer coordinated with ODFW to develop a monitoring plan.  The dam was classified as a 
high hazard dam due to the potential of loss of life downstream in the event of a dam failure.  At 
this time, ODFW agreed to leave the outlet gate open year around until the dam is repaired or 
removed. 
 
In 2012, an ODFW hired consulting firm evaluated the structure to determine if repair was feasible 
or if the dam needed to be removed.  The consulting firm concluded that the dam could not be 
repaired without an extensive grout curtain and addition of an impermeable barrier for the reservoir 
floor.  Noting the past attempts at repairing the dam were unsuccessful and could not provide 
assurance that the dam would be usable or safe from failure after attempted repair and 
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recommended removal of the dam.  There was local public opposition to dam removal.  ODFW 
continued monitoring and maintenance until 2015. 
 
During the summer of 2015, a forest fire burned much of the Malheur National Forest, including 
extensive habitat above the dam.  The Canyon Meadows Dam and adjacent campground was 
severely burned.  OWRD’s state dam engineer elevated the dam to the highest dam hazard in the 
state.  ODFW, US Forest Service, Governor’s Office Staff, and OWRD coordinated to identify 
alternative and dam removal was selected. 
 
ODFW’s Engineering Section developed a plan for removal of the dam and ODFW’s John Day 
Fish Screening and Passage Program staff removed the dam.  
 
Dam removal started on October 23, 2015 and was completed on November 18, 2015.  Crews 
worked 12-13 hour days removing 3,214 dump truck loads of material.  The cost of the dam 
removal was approximately $195,000 including personnel, equipment rental, and other costs. 
 
14. ODOT-ODFW Fish Passage Liaison Program Updates 
Ladd Creek Culvert 2017 Retrofit 
Martin, ODOT-ODFW Fish Passage Liaison, presented an update on the Ladd Creek Culvert (1-84 
Elevator Shaft) project.  The new culvert was installed in 2015 and inspected in April 2016.  A 
follow up inspection in August, ODOT identified significant streambed scour had occurred inside 
the new culvert and had exposed the new bottomless arch pipe culvert footings.  To preclude 
additional footing scour and to address fish passage, ODOT worked closely with ODFW to develop 
an immediate repair of the culvert.  The repair was completed during the fall of 2016.  The project 
will continue to be monitored closely and presented to the Task Force. 
 
Mitigation Banking Program Update 
Handout: 
ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Mitigation Pilot Project Agreement – Project Tracking Spreadsheet- 
October 27, 2016 
 
Projects to be completed under the Fish Passage Mitigation Pilot Project Agreement are being 
scoped.  The agreement is limited to the North Coast, 12 waiver sites, and expires at the end of 
2018.  Culverts are excluded if there is more than ½ mile of habitat above the site.   
 
During scoping, 65 culverts were evaluated for potential waiver sites.  Repairs are not required to 
meet fish passage criteria at 39 culverts as they were not in an area with native migratory fish.  Nine 
culverts were determined to be ineligible for the pilot, and two projects were identified that are 
good candidates for exemptions. 
 
Ultimately, eight culverts were recommended for the pilot project.  ODOT will likely request an 
extension of the pilot project and establishment of a new agreement expanding both time and scope.   
 
Tiffany recognized that ODOT benefits greatly from this project and noted others (counties, federal, 
and forestry partners) could also benefit from a similar approach.   
 



12 
 

Discussion centered on monitoring after repairs have been made.  Bierly asked whether video 
monitoring has been considered.  Martin responded that hydraulics could be monitored by video, 
but that is not in the current plan for monitoring. 
 
ODOT Culvert Repair Fish Passage Pilot Program Update 
Handout: 
ODOT Culvert Repair Fish Passage Pilot Programmatic Agreement – Project Tracking 
Spreadsheet- October 28, 2016 
 
Six ODOT owned and managed culverts were repaired under the ODOT Culvert Repair Fish 
Passage Pilot Programmatic Agreement (CRPA) during 2016.  Martin presented the information 
about these repairs and the fish passage retrofits associated with each culvert repair. 
 
Martin reported that 45 of the 75 culverts scoped were eligible for repair under the CRPA.  Ten of 
the culverts were ineligible as they were identified as high priority barriers, and alternate actions 
were identified for 14 of the culverts.   
 
The CRPA is limited to the area west of the Cascades, excluding the North Coast, and the project 
expires at the end of 2017.  Projects are not required to meet full fish passage criteria, but they must 
provide an incremental benefit to passage at each site. 
 
Culverts to be repaired under the CRPA are being scoped for 2017 and an update will be given at 
subsequent meetings.   
 
ODOT’s Future Plans 
Art Martin, ODOT-ODFW Fish Passage Liaison, and Bill Warncke, ODOT Aquatic Biology 
Program Lead, discussed ODOT’s desire to expand the culvert repair program. 
 
Warncke explained the Culvert Repair Program has been successful and ODOT would like to see 
the program expand statewide with increased flexibility.   
 
The Fish Passage Mitigation Bank pilot project continues to be tested.  The E FK S FK Trask River 
Dam removal project was successfully removed in 2016 and ODOT and ODFW continue to process 
waivers as part of the pilot project.  The net benefit habitat calculator continues to be developed. 
 
Transportation Bill - 2017 Session 
Warncke explained a bill addressing transportation needs is likely to be considered by the Oregon 
Legislature in the 2017 session.  The Culvert Repair Program is likely to be funded as a portion of 
the program to address infrastructure problems.   
 
O’Brien indicated that several counties are awaiting the results of the pilot project and are also 
interested in implementing similar projects. 
 
15. US –v- State of Washington Culvert Case - Update 
Bierly discussed 9th circuit court’s broad injunction requiring the State of Washington to repair 
culverts that impair fish passage.  The court’s decision requires approximately $1 billion overall 
through 2031 to complete culvert repair work in the state of Washington.  
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The State of Washington established a Fish Barrier Removal Board in 2014 which established a 
system of completing the repair work within targeted watersheds within recovery zones.   
 
Bierly noted the success of the lawsuit may raise the interest of other tribes.  Bierly noted it may be 
wise to reach out to the tribes within Oregon to preemptively address concerns rather than waiting 
for them to file suit based on tribal success in Washington.  
 
7. Division 33 – Water Right Review, Continued 
The Task Force discussed forming a workgroup to provide technical policy and statutory advice on 
how passage blockages can be caused or exacerbated by flows or temperatures.  Workgroup would 
develop draft recommendations for review and potential approval of the recommendations from the 
full task force.   
 
Water rights issues could be included in the discussion.  The Task Force would provide guidance on 
this issue of passage law.  The work group should immediately focus on the agency’s response to 
how water rights impact fish passage.   
 
Bierly moved to establish a workgroup to explore providing guidance to ODFW on water right and 
fish passage issues and the larger impacts on how flows and temperature impact fish passage.  
Cunningham seconded.  6-0. Rectenwald was not available to vote. 
 
Cunningham, Bierly, and Myers will make up the workgroup.  Rectenwald is available as an 
alternate, and Tiffany will be offered the opportunity to participate. 
 
16.  Meeting Recap and Action Items 
Kingsley reviewed the action items. 
 
Items to be included in future meetings include: 

 Willamette Falls and lamprey passage 
 Bowman Dam 
 Fire impacts on watershed health 
 Recognition of fish passage partners 
 Recouping Program costs for plan approvals, waivers, and exemptions. 
 Fish passage exemptions in urban growth zones 
 Fish Passage Priority List update of sites where work has been or is scheduled to be 

completed 
 Large Passage Structure Needs 

o Hells Canyon Dam 
 Artificial Obstruction Definition Strategy and References 

o Chemical 
o Thermal 
o Acoustic 
o High and low streamflow 
o Effects of drought on fish passage 

 Mitigation Banking Habitat Calculator Tool Update 
 North Unit Dam Fish Ladder 
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17.  Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m. 


